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HAYLE TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING




      THURSDAY 21 JULY 2011

Minutes of the Hayle Town Council Meeting held at the Hayle Community Centre, Hayle on Thursday 21 July 2011.

PRESENT

Councillor J Bennett (Mayor)

Councillors P Birch, H Blakeley, B Capper, G Coad, J Coombe, N Farrar, C Head, J Head, R Horwell, J Ninnes, J Pollard, C Polkinghorne and A-M Rance

Town Clerk

Eleanor Giggal

Guest
Sandra Rothwell, Head of Economic Development, Environment, Planning & Economy, Cornwall Council
7.15 P.M.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

Mr Eddy informed the meeting that a planning application for 11 houses on Green Parc Road PA11/03577) was on the agenda and he explained, that due to variations in demand, this represented a change from a previous permission for a 3 storey development of 18 flats. He pointed out that both the Highways Department and planning officer had not raised objection to the amended scheme and he now hoped that after being mothballed for two years the development of the site would recommence.
Mrs Thompson raised concern about a proposal to extend a chalet in the rear garden of 78 Commercial Road (PA11/02778) from a floor area of 35.8 sq mts to 123.5 sq mts. The scheme, as proposed, utilises land that is in another ownership and there are access and servicing problems.
Ms Baker also spoke on this issue pointing out that, if this scheme goes ahead, there will be two chalets in this garden which will in effect be a chalet park in the Conservation Area.

Mrs McBaine referred to planning application PA11/04849 for the construction of 2 new dwellings at 8 Burnthouse Lane where the original proposal had generated objections but following a number of amendments the concerns expressed previously had been met.
Representing the Hayle Residents’ Association Mr Mims raised the issue of the continued closure of the bridge over the former branch line at the rear of St Elwyn’s Church. He suggested that the Council should refuse to consider further plans for the redevelopment of the harbour area in order to generate positive action on the part of ING on such matters as the repair of this bridge and other listed structures in the harbour area. He was informed that the issue of the bridge would be discussed in detail later in the agenda.
7.30 P.M.
FULL COUNCIL COMMENCED

47
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS (For Information Only)

The Mayor informed the meeting that the Britain in Bloom judging had gone very well and that further discussions had taken place with Mr C Lello about the possibility of removing some weed growth from the Millpond.
48
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

There were no apologies.

49
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Coombe and Pollard declared interests in agenda item 8a, minute number 54a and made the following statement: - ‘In commenting on these applications I should make it clear that my comments are based on the information currently available and do not commit me to taking the same position if the matter is discussed at the Cornwall Council Planning Committee and full information is available’.

Councillor Coombe also pointed out that he was in a position to supply the Council with additional information with regard to planning application PA11/04849 but would not be voting.

Councillors Coad, Polkinghorne, Birch and Farrar all declared personal interests in planning application PA11/04849.

Councillor Blakeley declared a personal interest in planning application PA11/03577.

50
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 7 JULY 2011

It was resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting 7 July 2011 be taken as a true and accurate record, the Chairman signing each page before placing them in the record book.

51
TO DISCUSS MATTERS RAISED DURING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 7 JULY 2011

There were no issues raised.

52
HAYLE HARBOUR – NORTH QUAY UPDATE

a) Dave Simpson, Construction Manager, Cornwall Council, to present a report to Council

The Mayor informed the meeting that Mr Dave Simpson, Construction Manager, Cornwall Council was unable to attend the meeting as he had broken his collar bone and he referred the Members to the written report submitted by Mr Simpson (see Appendix B).

b) To retrospectively approve the materials to be used on the road and walk ways on North Quay as presented to Council members on 11 July 2011 and to note the content of the salvaged materials and to consider uses for them

It was noted that a number of Members had attended the site visit and seen the range of finishes proposed for the scheme, including the granite coping stones slate and paving. It was also noted that the old railway lines would be made available to a local preservation society and that the other artefacts would be incorporated in the North Quay scheme.

It was resolved to approve the materials and suggested use of the salvaged materials.

53
WAVE HUB PRESENTATION

The Mayor explained that Claire Gibson was unwell and unable to attend the meeting but he was delighted to welcome Sandra Rothwell, Head of Economic Development, Environment, Planning & Economy, Cornwall Council to the meeting to present a report on the Marine Renewables Park on North Quay.
Sandra opened by informing the meeting that in addition to normal role within Cornwall Council she is also the Lead Officer for the North Quay project. The principal points of her presentation were as follows: -
· there is a need to provide a strong business environment to accelerate the commercialism of marine energy technology;

· it is important to view the Marine Renewables Park as part of a South West initiative which involves Hayle, Falmouth and Plymouth all playing essential roles;

· there are financial incentives available in Scotland to companies wishing to invest in this type of technology but measures are in hand to try to develop a similar package in the South West;
· the location of the Park is no accident as there is a strong existing electrical grid available in West Cornwall;

· it is intended that the facilities available in the three ports will enable projects to be taken from a concept, through prototype development to full scale demonstration on the Wave Hub;

· a number of companies involved in Scotland are from the South West and this is a case of international competition;

· for the industry to develop it needs the right environment and skills base;
· the development of the Park will take 3 years or more and the units will be constructed for specific users and will not be speculative, a total of 2500 sq mts of premises are to be provided with 180 to 200 jobs being created and

· although the Regional Development Agency is to be abolished the Wave Hub will remain in public ownership and it is anticipated that the investment of public money in the Park will generate confidence for private sector investors.

In the question and answer session that followed the principal points identified were: -

· Cornwall Council will investigate any financial incentives that could be provided to incoming companies such as Business Rate ‘holidays’;
· in order to increase public awareness the presentation will be made available on the internet;

· discussions are taking place with the Harbour Authority with a view to ensuring that the facilities in Hayle are maximised in terms of servicing the Wave Hub;

· educational links with universities and Cornwall College are seen as being very important in providing the correct skills base;

· if Hayle is to fulfil its role it is critical that the port has safe access and the significance of sluicing in achieving this is recognised;

· the freehold of the Park will remain with Cornwall Council and the private sector will invest in the individual units but it may be necessary for public money to be used to provide ‘gap funding’ and

· it is essential that the current infrastructure works unlock the site for incoming investment.

The Mayor thanked Dr Rothwell for her very informative contribution to the meeting.

54
PLANNING MATTERS

a) To consider Planning Applications:– PA11/02778, PA11/03694, PA11/03577, PA11/04102, PA11/04547, PA11/04642, PA11/03730, PA11/04520, PA11/03617, PA11/04698, PA11/04849, PA11/04844, PA11/05458
Prior to considering the planning applications Councillor Coombe informed the meeting that, following neighbours’ concerns about the proposed development at 8 Burnthouse Lane, a site meeting had been held and the original plans withdrawn and an amended scheme, which met those concerns, submitted (PA11/04849).
For the resolutions on individual planning applications see Appendix A attached.

b) To note the results of previous applications

There were no results of previous applications.

Members noted that 3 applications on the schedule had already been decided and correspondence with a Cornwall Council officer on two of these had highlighted the fact that the Householder Team are operating to a locally set deadline of 6 weeks for dealing with this type or proposal in the interests of providing applicants with a speedy service, while the national target is 8 weeks. It was considered that this local target is causing problems with the Council submitting its views in time and Cornwall Council should be informed that it is important that, in the spirit of localism, it should acknowledge that people other than the applicant require a service from the planning system and that hearing from the Town or Parish Council is a valuable input to the consideration of planning applications.
55
FOOTPATHS

a) Maintenance update

The Clerk reported that, beyond the usual complaints about Footpaths 22 and 51, no other issues had been highlighted over the last month.
The matter of the scoria steps and the slope to Clifton Terrace was raised and the Clerk acknowledged that she has yet to work up a scheme for the long-term maintenance of the steps and it was considered likely that Carrilion, the North Quay contractor, will clear the full width of the slope.
It was also noted that there had been no progress made on the ‘stepping stones’ at Copperhouse and the Clerk agreed to write to Toby Lowe to determine the current situation.
b) To consider Councillor Coad’s report following his attendance at a recent PAROW meeting in respect of (i) the current status of Footpath 22 and (ii) the works required to improve Footpath 51
With regard to Footpath 51, PAROW had indicated that the scale of the necessary improvement works to the route are such that they are not in a position to assist the Council on this matter.

It was noted that the issue of the repairs to the bridge on Footpath 22 is still with Legal Services at Cornwall Council and the local Cornwall Councillor outlined the situation as follows: -
· ING have been informed by Cornwall Council that the company should fulfil its responsibility to repair the bridge;
· the company has pointed out that the bridge is its property but that does not automatically mean that they are responsible for its maintenance, however, they are prepared to undertake minor works to repair the bridge without this constituting any acknowledgement of a legal liability to do so;

· as the bridge is a Listed Building Cornwall Council require a higher standard of repair and
· the Enforcement Team of the Environment Service is now reviewing the Structural Report to determine exactly what needs to be done to reopen the path, the likely costs that would be incurred and the options for achieving a satisfactory outcome.

It was resolved to write to ING pointing out that a) it is ludicrous that this matter has remained unresolved for so long and, as the issue of the condition of this bridge has been of great concern to the Council and it constituents for a long period of time and has generated considerable public interest and numerous complaints, to ask the company to expedite the repair of the bridge to the standard required by Cornwall Council and b) two and a half years is an extremely long time to wait for action on this matter and it brings into question the company’s wider commitment to the heritage of the town.
It was further resolved to invite Linda Holloway, Senior Enforcement Officer in the Environment Service, Cornwall Council to attend a Council meeting to discuss this matter and to inform Members specifically about the Structural Report on the bridge.

c) To consider the e-mail from Mr Jones regarding the condition of the former railway bridge on Footpath 51
It was considered that the maintenance of this bridge should be viewed in the wider context of the overall condition of Footpath 51 and that a scheme should be formulated to improve the pedestrian route and undertake maintenance work on the bridge as part of the Jubilee celebrations.
It was resolved to a) develop a project to improve Footpath 51 and carry out any necessary repairs to the former railway bridge to mark the Queen’s Jubilee and b) investigate possible sources of funding including any that might be allocated to support Jubilee related schemes. 
56
TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION
a) To consider Councillor Coad’s suggestions for improving traffic flow and alleviating obstruction issues at Lethlean Lane

[9.35 p.m. Councillor Capper left the meeting]

Concerns were expressed about the potential danger posed by vehicles parking along the length of Lethlean Lane between the Lunchbox and the junction with the B3301 in the vicinity of the Jet Petrol Station. It was considered that parking here should be discouraged to improve pedestrian safety.
It was resolved that the Clerk should a) discuss the issue with the police and, subject to their views, Cornwall Council be asked to erect signs advising motorists that parking on this length of road could attract penalties for obstruction and encouraging them to use the informal parking area across the road, b) request ING to erect signs to identify that the area opposite is available for parking, c) ask the operator of the Lunchbox to park off the road and d) ask Cornwall Council to examine ways in which the parking issues around the Recreation Ground can be addressed.
The meeting closed at 9.39 p.m.

Approved by the Council as a true record, at its meeting 1 September 2011

Town Mayor………………………………..Date……………………….


